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The Civil War Veterans Memoria are small
scale interventions that demonstrate archi-
tecture’s capacity to serve as an agent
promoting community activism. The com-
memorative pieces work in the realm of social
justice enacted in open public space.

The project is part of a larger initiative by
the community, the city, and the univer-
sity to reclaim and rehabilitate Odd Fellows
Cemetery, an abandoned African-American
burial ground in a predominantly minority
neighborhood. The rehabilitation’s primary
goal is to address the negative physical and
social influences affecting the area and to offer
the community a safe, engaging, and respect-
ful environment to rediscover its heritage.

The specific purpose of the memoria was to
highlight and bring attention to the standing
headstones of Civil War veterans in the cem-
etery. The original stones are visible remind-
ers of the pride and hope of brave men, but
many are worn and the information they bear
is often illegible. The memoria restate and
clarify the text. They also provide a perma-
nent sleeve to hold the American flag, used
to celebrate the Sesquicentennial of the war
and for future Veterans Day remembrances.

The work is the product of twelve architecture
students and was conducted as an introduc-
tory study in a studio course that focused on
architectural ritual and engagement. Design
proposals were reviewed by faculty, peers,
and community members. The favored design

was refined and fabricated for each of the
fourteen veterans whose headstones cur-
rently stand in the cemetery.

The Memoria: Four concrete bars march at the
foot of each veteran’s headstone. Inscribed
text gives identity to the men, especially
important where the stones are faded or
damaged.

Bar 1 gives the veteran’s Christian name.

Bar 2 provides place for birth and death dates.
Most of these bars are intentionally left blank
reflecting the lack of records for former slaves.

Bar 3 identifies each veteran’s rank, company,
and unit. Most were from the 1st United
States Colored Heavy Artillery, founded in the
city.

Bar 4 proudly states the status of the men as
Civil War Veterans and provides the sleeve for
the placement of the flag.

The tops of the bars are coated with powdered
glass to reinforce one of the goals of the rec-
lamation- to take something that is worn and
neglected and reveal its true beauty. The glass
references the discarded bottles found litter-
ing the cemetery. The transformed nature
of the powdered glass reflects sunlight and
brings strong attention to the markers.

The bars are placed to measure a human step
and are meant to encourage visitors to walk

Shaping New Knowledges

toward the historic headstones. Some visitors
stand at the foot of the memorial and view all
the pieces in composition. Others feel invited
to step between the bars, to approach the
headstone and kneel down at the final bar
to pay their respects. Note that the memo-
ria do not mark the position of the veterans’
bodies underground, which here is usually
on the opposite side of the headstone. The
memoria are for the visitor, symbolizing his
or her current participation in contemporary
commemoration.



CIVIL WAR VETERANS MEMORIA

Contemporary markers designed and fabricated
to honor African American Civil War Veterans
during the City’s Sesquicentennial Celebration

- 0dd Fellows Cemetery
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‘cammemorative pieces work i-he realm of sacialjustice enacted in open public space.
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